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The continued growth of technology has had a significant impact on the political ratings that candidates 

achieve. The article Impact of Technology on Politics attempts to analyze how these two spheres of 

modern life, technology and politics, interrelate and what the outcomes are of this interrelationship. 

Political candidates use technology in many ways. Different communication channels provided by the 

Internet have the power to influence the growth of different individuals in their respective spheres. The 

likes of Twitter, Facebook, and YouTube are powerful communication media platforms that can easily 

raise the ratings of political candidates. Housley claims that whether we acknowledge it or not, 

technology is a deciding factor in most political races. Through technology, politicians are able to access 

funds, gain political pundits, and spend less on campaigning and pushing their candidacy. 

One of the ways in which technology influences politics is the financial side. Raising funds to use for 

campaigning is an important factor for political candidates. It comes with the need to create a vertical 

response to the whole country or target region. This is a major hurdle experienced by political 

candidates. The Internet aided Howard Dean to get donations that he required to gain access to a large 

part of the campaign region. By broadcasting through technological marketing, candidates get suitable 

donors to support different parts of their campaigns. Publicity on the Internet is a cheap method, as 

they do not have to re-publish, unlike what is provided by the print media. This is placed in various 

commonly-accessed links (Housley, Par. 1). 

The Internet enables politicians to use podcasting. The act of podcasting can make anyone a journalist. 

Through podcasting, politicians are able to portray a journalistic stature, thereby ensuring that the 

information is considered credible. Self-proclamation of politicians through pundits is easily spread 

through messages. It is, however, difficult for politicians to guarantee the integrity of the information 

posted. The Internet can be accessed by anyone and podcasts can be posted by anyone. The integrity of 

information is therefore difficult to preserve, hence, many potential candidates may have to establish a 

verifiable connection with various achievements. All in all, gaining political publicity through podcasts is 

a common but expensive method to use, Housley admits. However, it is logical to assume that when 

correctly utilized, this is an extremely powerful political tool that pays off completely. 

According to Housley, the impact of technology is great on a given generation. The young, educated, and 

affluent will relate to technological innovations. A proper presentation will gain ratings for candidates. 

Using the most recent technology will surely attract the youth. The older generation may not impact the 

raising of presidential bids, especially if they are done through social media. The older generation uses 

the Internet much less. The younger generation relates easily to these media platforms. This 

differentiation is used by politicians to gain advantage in their political bids. Politicians use technology to 

raise their bids among the youth, while traditional methods are used for the older generation. 

 

Another way to look at the matter is in relation to thinking about the Internet as a tool for free 

advertising. It is no secret that presidential bids are the most expensive, as they are run to cover the 

whole region. On the other hand, political videos easily generate online rating gains, and such political 

Internet advertisement will reach the target audience if launched properly. Individuals perform the 



needed publicity as each person shares the video, and so on. The extra generated videos are not paid 

for, while on social networks even the original posting is free. 

It is clear that gaining political publicity through the use of technology has become easier, especially 

since technological devices are so accessible and widespread. The article analyzed is prudent in 

arranging technological tools into separate groups that work as a effective means of communicating 

between a political figure and the target audience. However, with the use of the Internet, any political 

figure can become recognizable within just a few minutes. In only a few hours, public opinion on a 

particular political figure is already formed within one of the social groups of voters. Not just the good, 

but also a bad reputation can be formed in a blink of an eye using modern technology. It often happens 

that the bad “gossip” spreads much faster. With the huge impact that technology has on societies and 

public opinion in particular, it is crucial to be cautious in the use of information about any political 

figure, or you risk making a positive advertisement into a negative advertisement with just one click. 
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Abstract 

In the United States of America, there are various hardships faced by immigrant children. These 

hardships may vary depending on the origin of the immigrants. The current paper is aimed at analyzing 

an article, “The Living Conditions of U.S.-Born Children of Mexican Immigrants in Unmarried Families,” 

published in the “Hispanic Journal of Behavioral Sciences.” The studies presented in the article 

demonstrate that the children of immigrants of Mexican origin are prone to high risks of a 

socioeconomic nature within US society. The paper concentrates on the children of immigrants of 

Mexican origin, and more specifically, those that live in unmarried families. Mexican immigrants, in most 

cases, have considerably lower levels of employment, or are unemployed, as well as their education 

level is minimal. 

Background 

Using information from child well-being studies and fragile families, the author of the article argues that 

the children of Mexican parents are at a higher risk of various hardships. Their maternal health profile, 

as well as the poor socioeconomic setup in which they live will adversely affect the growth of these 

children (Brandon, 2002). Apart from the characteristic social problems facing immigrants, such as a 

language barrier, cultural differences, and unfamiliarity with societal norms, single parents are exposed 

to other problems. These issues relate to the well-being of their children, and the mode of bringing 

them up in an already unfriendly environment for their parents. This exposes children to multiple 

disadvantages when compared to children of a single parent who are born in the US. The article states 

that children brought up in a single-parent setup are exposed to poverty. According to DeVanas-Walt, 

Proctor & Mills, (2004), the following analysis depicts the situation on the ground. When compared to 

married families, close to 30 percent of children in a single-parent setting were below the poverty level, 

whereas a meager five percent from married households were below this poverty level (Schmidley, 

2001). 

Critique 

The key points addressed in the article are the problems facing the children of single parents of Mexican 

origin. However, the key concerns such as the accessibility of health benefits for these children and their 

families are not well addressed. One suggestion is that policies developed to impact the health of 

immigrants must be followed since it influences the well-being of the entire family. Appropriate 

recommendations must be developed keeping in mind the interests of the immigrants, as well as the 

government. 

Theoretical Value of the Article 

The theoretical value of the article is the attention it draws to various issues affecting the children of 

single mothers that are native to Mexico. Unlike the recommendations by health practitioners, Mexican 

mothers rarely seek prenatal care before the end of the first trimester in their pregnancy. However, it is 

fascinating to note that this does not affect the birth weight of the children. In reality, most of these 

children are born with a normal weight, compared to the rest of the American population. The risks that 



these children face in their developing stages are because of the poor socioeconomic status of their 

parents. From these findings, it is clear that this status is what should be addressed to minimize the risks 

to which these children are exposed (Gershoff, Aber & Raver, 2003). 

Another point raised in the article is the fear that exists in their parents concerning claims for benefits 

like the rest of the American population. This fear derives from the demand either for a proof of 

citizenship, or in their case, valid evidence of alien status. The fear of deportation and the adverse 

consequences to their relatives prevents them from applying for benefits from the government, 

regardless of their status. This scenario portrays the societal approach and behavior to governmental 

regulations (Lessard & Ku, 2003). The parents would rather miss federal benefits and risk the well-being 

of their children than disappoint their family members through deportation and other severe 

consequences (Guendelman, 2000). 

The reading is related to behavioral theories in that it tries to break down the information concerning 

the challenges faced by these children into small understandable bits of information. To reinforce this 

information, statistical evidence has been provided to support the statements made throughout the 

article. To authenticate the declarations made in the article, observations are included to develop a 

comprehensive model of the research findings. Behavioral concepts that tend to the mental health of 

the disadvantaged children in US society are incorporated in the article, where motivating operations 

are suggested to change the situation, minimizing the risks to which these children are prone (Sherraden 

& Barrera, 2006). 

An Evaluation of the Reading 

The entire article is written with the interests of the immigrants’ future behavior in mind. It addresses 

various factors that increase the risk of American born children, of Mexican immigrant parents who are 

not married, compared to those belonging to American born mothers. It identifies the leading reason for 

this concern as the inaccessibility of health benefits to immigrants and their children, through either 

intimidation or regulations (Camarota, 2001). The article also suggests that policy development affecting 

the health and development of immigrants should be addressed, since it affects the health of both 

American born and foreign-born children in these families (Reardon-Anderson, Capps & Fix, 2002). 

However, the article fails to develop concrete recommendations on the way to move forward 

concerning various issues. For social work practitioners, human behavior in relation to their formative 

years is critical. 

Mexican immigrant children are prone to socioeconomic challenges that are not of their own creation. 

The article suggests that this predicament cannot be altered to improve the future development of 

these children, which is misleading. The social environment plays a role in the development of a child. 

However, it should not be used as a basis for justifying an individual’s well-being (Dinan, 2005). The 

Horney’s attachment theory supports the findings in the article. The attachment theory explains that for 

the normal development of a child, there has to be a close relationship between at least one caregiver 

and the child. The caregiver can be the child’s parent or otherwise. The fact that children, born to single 

parents, can only build a relationship with one parent, is real. In the context of Mexican immigrant 

mothers, they are not available for this support in the normal social and emotional development of 

children. These immigrant mothers mostly work in non-professional occupations that are time 

consuming, and leave their children alone. More than 50% are in service occupations, and close to 30% 



are in labor occupations. This leaves the children without a caregiver to develop a close relationship with 

to facilitate normal development. 


