
Classification Essay Examples About Students 

Today’s students have many choices when it comes to pursuing a degree: four-year 

programs, two-year programs, large or small classroom settings, and even daytime or 

evening classes. With all the different options to consider, potential students should learn 

about the different types of colleges so they can find a school that best fits their 

personality, budget, and educational goals. 

One type of higher education program for students to consider is a liberal arts college. 

These schools tend to be small in size and offer a range of undergraduate degrees in 

subjects like English, history, psychology, and education. Students may choose a liberal 

arts college if they want a more intimate classroom setting rather than large lecture-style 

classes. Students may also consider a liberal arts college if they want to gain knowledge 

from a variety of disciplines, rather than focus on a single area of study. Many liberal arts 

schools are privately owned, and some have religious affiliations. Liberal arts schools can 

come with a hefty price tag, and their high cost presents an obstacle for students on a tight 

budget; moreover, while some students might appreciate a liberal arts school’s intimate 

atmosphere, others might encounter a lack of diversity in the student body. Still, students 

seeking a well-rounded education in the humanities will find liberal arts colleges to be 

one option. 

Universities, another type of higher education program, offer both undergraduate and 

graduate degrees. Usually, universities are larger than colleges and can accommodate tens 

of thousands of students in many different majors and areas of study. A large student 

body means that class sizes are often larger, and some classes may be taught by graduate 

students rather than professors. Students will feel at home at a university if they want a 

focused academic program and state-of-the-art research facilities. While some 

universities are private, many are public, which means they receive funding from the 

government, so tuition is more affordable and some even offer discounted in-state tuition 

for state residents. Also, universities attract many international students, so those looking 



for a variety of campus cultural groups and clubs will appreciate a greater sense of 

diversity among the student body. Universities can be overwhelming for some, but they 

are the right fit for students who seek research opportunities and academic studies, 

especially in the fields of mathematics and science. 

Community college is a type of higher education program popular with students on a 

limited budget who want to take college courses but may not know what they want to 

major in. Most schools offer degrees after two years of study, usually an associate’s degree 

that prepares students to enter the work force; many students choose to study at a 

community college for two years and then transfer to a four-year college to complete their 

undergraduate degree. Like liberal arts schools, classes are small and allow instructors to 

pay more attention to their students. Community college allows students to live at home 

rather than in a dormitory, which also keeps costs down. While some young people might 

not like the idea of living at home for school, many adults choose to attend community 

college so they can advance their education while working and living with their families. 

Online universities are another type of higher education program that are gaining 

popularity as technology improves. These schools offer many of the same degree 

programs as traditional liberal arts colleges and universities. Unlike traditional programs, 

which require students to attend classes and lectures, online universities offer greater 

academic flexibility and are a great option for students wishing to pursue a degree while 

still working full time. At online universities, students access course materials, such as 

video lectures and assessments, remotely using a personal computer and are able to speed 

up or slow down their progress to complete their degree at their own pace. Students may 

attend classes in the comfort of their own home or a local library, but students hoping for 

the social community of higher education might not enjoy this aspect of higher education. 

With so many colleges and universities to choose from, it may be difficult for a student to 

narrow down his or her selection, but once a student knows what he or she is looking for, 



the process may become much easier. It is very important for students to learn about the 

different types of higher education programs available before making their selections. 

 


