College Essay Example UC
I was part of making silent history at our school this past year. As a part of the Community Outreach
Committee of Leadership Class, I contacted the local Food Bank and together with the help of the student
body, donated over 600 pounds of canned food for Thanksgiving. Noticing a bulk of unused VHS tapes in
our school’s basement, I did some research and discovered that discarding these are harmful for the
environment. I found an organization that employs people with disabilities to recycle these tapes, and
soon our school shipped over 400 VHS tapes to their warehouse in Missouri. We received overwhelming
gratification from them as no other school, even in their own community, had done something like that.
Watching a small grassroots initiative in our community benefit people I was unlikely to ever meet made
me feel connected to the world at large and showed me the power of putting actions to your words.
As a member of Leadership, I have also spent countless hours preparing for and facilitating New Student
Orientation, Homecoming, and Grad Night, among many other programs. Seeing a gap in our care of the
student body, I also expanded the New Student Lunches Program to include not just freshman, but all
new transfers, regardless of grade level.
Leadership is my own personal critic. It forces me to constantly weigh the pros and cons of how I carry
myself, how I speak, and how I listen at every single event we put on for the student body. It has taught
me to look objectively and weigh the wants and needs of every student. It has shown me the importance
of listening, not just hearing.
Leadership is the ability to make each student a part of something so much bigger than themselves. It
holds me accountable and keeps me engaged with my fellow humans even when I’m exhausted. It has
allowed me to leave a legacy of purpose. Through vulnerability in times of stress and joy in times of
celebration, grooming myself into a better leader has also made me a better student, friend, and
daughter.

